


specified, the provider shall identify any standards in addition to the AAQEP standards to 
which its program(s) is(are) aligned. 

3. Quality Assurance Review Process
All Quality Assurance Reviews conducted by AAQEP will be guided by AAQEP's policies
and procedures as specified in the Guide to Accreditation, available at www.aagep.org.

AAQEP's process includes an optional proposal review stage two to three years prior to a 
scheduled site visit. West Virginia EPPs will gain WVBE approval to begin working with 
AAQEP contingent on writing a proposal that is reviewed as 'complete' by AAQEP staff. A 
successful proposal will include, but not limited to, demonstration that appropriate data 
sources are available to address the standards and reliability and validity have been 
empirically investigated. After an EPP's initial review with AAQEP, the proposal step is 
optional unless the provider ceases then returns to work with AAQEP. 

All Quality Assurance Reviews include an off-site review two to three months prior to each 
site visit, conducted virtually, which WVBE and WVHEPC staff are welcome to attend as 
observers. 

EPPs transitioning to AAQEP will maintain recommendation privileges by following the 
WVDE Transition Guidance Document with the following requirements: 

1. Follow the WVDE guidance document, LINK: Policy Resources. when terminating the

current membership to pursue a new membership with another WVBE approved accreditor

until full accreditation is received by the new accreditor.

OR, 

2. Maintain membership with both accrediting agencies, including submission of annual

report to the current accreditor until the accreditation process is completed with the new

accreditor,

4. Quality Assurance Review Team Composition
Quality Assurance Reviews will be joint reviews, including AAQEP-designated member(s)
and WVBE /WVHEPC-designated member(s). 

• Appointment of reviewers: Nominations for reviewers for each review case, as agreed to
by AAQEP and the provider hosting the review, are to be made as follows:

o AAQEP will appoint two Quality Assurance Review Team members. One of the
nominated team members will serve as the team's leader.

o WVBE and WVHEPC will nominate one- state reviewer from a WV EPP to be
part of the team and to participate in all the review activities including report
writing.

o The provider will nominate a local practitioner, who shall be a currently-serving or
recently-retired P-20 educator, in keeping with the qualifications stated in the
AAQEP Guide to Accreditation.

o Thereafter, AAQEP, WVBE, and WVHEPC will alternatively nominate AAQEP
trained reviewers for the review team. AAQEP-nominated reviewers must be
deemed acceptable to WVBE and WVHEPC.

o The total number of reviewers assigned to the Quality Assurance Review team
will be determined by AAQEP, WVBE, and WVHEPC based on the complexity of
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the programs offered by the provider or for other unique circumstances. 
Examples: Separate leadership program or multiple campuses. 

o WVBE and/or WVHEPC staff member will participate as a state consultant, at the
state agencies' discretion. The state consultant will serve as a liaison between
AAQEP and the provider. The state consultant will be included in meetings and
will serve as a resource to the team members.

• Other observers, including those seeking a better understanding of the AAQEP process,
may participate as agreed to by AAQEP and the host provider.

Training: AAQEP will collaborate with WVBE and WVHEPC to plan, design, and implement 
a range of training opportunities for reviewers. Additional training events may be arranged, 
including events in West Virginia, on a cost-recovery basis, with arrangements negotiated 
according to AAQEP's policies regarding expenses for training. Exceptions may be made by 
a mutual agreement of AAQEP, WVBE, and WVHEPC. 

WVBE and WVHEPC state-specific standards: WVBE and WVHEPC reserve the right to 
have other state appointed individuals who may not have received the AAQEP training 
participate in the review of non-AAQEP state-specific standards if such standards are 
reviewed concurrently with the joint review team. AAQEP shall include West Virginia-specific 
standards in the accreditation process. 

5. Reviewer Preparation and Qualifications
All review team members will meet AAQEP preparation and quality requirements. Reviewer
training and professional learning opportunities will be made available to WVBE and
WVHEPC staff at no cost (though AAQEP will not cover travel expenses); SEA observers
need not have participated in the training as a condition for joining review teams as
observers.

6. Relation of Accreditation to Program Approval
In granting program approval, WVBE and WVHEPC may utilize information generated from
AAQEP's review of a provider, including, but not limited to, an AAQEP decision on AAQEP
accreditation and the assignment of any Concerns and Conditions, as described in AAQEP
policy. WVBE and WVHEPC will use but is not bound to, information from AAQEP.

The AAQEP decision will be submitted to the Educator Preparation Program Review Board 
(EPPRB) for review and then a recommendation is made to the WVBE for final decision 
approval. 

7. Accreditation Decisions
AAQEP accreditation decisions are made by the AAQEP Accreditation Commission.
Accreditation statuses and terms are detailed in AAQEP's Guide and policy documents,
available at www.aagep.org. Full accreditation is for a term of 7 years. Observers from
WVBE and WVHEPC are welcome to attend meetings of the Accreditation Commission at
which cases of West Virginia providers are considered (meetings are typically conducted via
video conference). Accreditation decisions, including the reports on which decisions are
based and the Accreditation Commission's rationale for each decision, will be shared with
the designated office at WVBE and WVHEPC, which for purposes of this agreement is:

All decisions for state provider approval are within the sole authority of WVBE and WVHEPC 
and the decision to approve or not approve a provider will be made independent of any 
AAQEP determinations regarding its accreditation of the provider. The parties agree that the 
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